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§ 20.105 Seasons, limits and shooting 
hours for waterfowl, coots, and gal-
linules. 

This section provides for the annual 
hunting of certain waterfowl (ducks, 
geese [including brant]), coots and gal-
linules in the 48 contiguous United 
States. The regulations are arranged 
by the Atlantic, Mississippi, Central 
and Pacific Flyways. These regulations 
often vary within Flyways or States, 
and by time periods. Those areas of the 
United States outside of State bound-
aries, i.e., the United States’ terri-
torial waters seaward of county bound-
aries, and including coastal waters 
claimed by the separate States, if not 
already included under the zones con-
tained in § 20.108, are designated for the 
purposes of § 20.21(j) as nontoxic shot 
zones for waterfowl hunting beginning 
in the 1991–92 season. 

[53 FR 24290, June 28, 1988, as amended at 56 
FR 22102, May 13, 1991]

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting annual regulatory sched-
ules for this section, see the List of CFR Sec-
tions Affected, which appears in the Finding 
Aids section of the printed volume and on 
GPO Access.

§ 20.106 Seasons, limits, and shooting 
hours for sandhill cranes. 

This section provides for the annual 
hunting of sandhill cranes in des-
ignated portions of the 48 contiguous 
United States. 

[55 FR 35267, Aug. 28, 1990]

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting annual regulatory sched-
ules for this section, see the List of CFR Sec-
tions Affected, which appears in the Finding 
Aids section of the printed volume and on 
GPO Access.

§ 20.107 Seasons, limits, and shooting 
hours for tundra swans. 

This section provides for the annual 
hunting of tundra swans in designated 
portions of the 48 contiguous United 
States. 

[55 FR 39829, Sept. 28, 1990]

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting annual regulatory sched-
ules for this section, see the List of CFR Sec-
tions Affected, which appears in the Finding 
Aids section of the printed volume and on 
GPO Access.

§ 20.108 Nontoxic shot zones. 

Beginning September 1, 1991, the con-
tiguous 48 United States, and the 
States of Alaska and Hawaii, the Terri-
tories of Puerto Rico and the Virgin Is-
lands, and the territorial waters of the 
United States, are designated for the 
purpose of § 20.21(j) as nontoxic shot 
zones for hunting waterfowl, coots and 
certain other species. ‘‘Certain other 
species’’ refers to those species, other 
than waterfowl or coots, that are af-
fected by reason of being included in 
aggregate bags and concurrent seasons. 

[56 FR 22102, May 13, 1991]

§ 20.109 Extended seasons, limits, and 
hours for taking migratory game 
birds by falconry. 

This section provides annual regula-
tions by which falconers may take per-
mitted migratory game birds. 

[44 FR 7148, Feb. 6, 1979]

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting annual regulatory sched-
ules for this section, see the List of CFR Sec-
tions Affected, which appears in the Finding 
Aids section of the printed volume and on 
GPO Access.

§ 20.110 Seasons, limits, and other reg-
ulations for certain Federal Indian 
reservations, Indian Territory, and 
ceded lands. 

This section provides for establishing 
annual migratory bird hunting regula-
tions for certain tribes on Federal In-
dian reservations, Indian Territory, 
and ceded lands. 

[50 FR 35764, Sept. 3, 1985]

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting annual regulatory sched-
ules for this section, see the List of CFR Sec-
tions Affected, which appears in the Finding 
Aids section of the printed volume and on 
GPO Access.

Subpart L—Administrative and 
Miscellaneous Provisions

§ 20.131 Extension of seasons. 

Whenever the Secretary shall find 
that emergency State action to pre-
vent forest fires in any extensive area 
has resulted in the shortening of the 
season during which the hunting of any 
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species of migratory game bird is per-
mitted and that compensatory exten-
sion or reopening the hunting season 
for such birds will not result in a dimi-
nution of the abundance of birds to any 
greater extent than that contemplated 
for the original hunting season, the 
hunting season for the birds so affected 
may, subject to all other provisions of 
this subchapter, be extended or re-
opened by the Secretary upon request 
of the chief officer of the agency of the 
State exercising administration over 
wildlife resources. The length of the 
extended or reopened season in no 
event shall exceed the number of days 
during which hunting has been so pro-
hibited. The extended or reopened sea-
son will be publicly announced.

§ 20.132 Subsistence use in Alaska. 
In Alaska, any person may, for sub-

sistence purposes, take, possess, and 
transport, in any manner, from Sep-
tember 1 through April 1, snowy owls 
and cormorants for food and their 
skins for clothing, but birds and their 
parts may not be sold or offered for 
sale. 

[68 FR 43027, July 21, 2003]

§ 20.133 Hunting regulations for crows. 
(a) Crows may be taken, possessed, 

transported, exported, or imported, 
only in accordance with such laws or 
regulations as may be prescribed by a 
State pursuant to this section. 

(b) Except in the State of Hawaii, 
where no crows shall be taken, States 
may by statute or regulation prescribe 
a hunting season for crows. Such State 
statutes or regulations may set forth 
the method of taking, the bag and pos-
session limits, the dates and duration 
of the hunting season, and such other 
regulations as may be deemed appro-
priate, subject to the following limita-
tions for each State: 

(1) Crows shall not be hunted from 
aircraft; 

(2) The hunting season or seasons on 
crows shall not exceed a total of 124 
days during a calendar year; 

(3) Hunting shall not be permitted 
during the peak crow nesting period 
within a State; and 

(4) Crows may only be taken by fire-
arms, bow and arrow, and falconry.

§ 20.134 Nontoxic shot. 
(a) Approval. (1) The information col-

lection requirements contained in 
§ 20.134 have been approved by the Of-
fice of Management and Budget under 
44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq. and assigned clear-
ance number 1018–0067. The information 
is being collected to provide a basis for 
which the Director, Fish and Wildlife 
Service, can conduct a methodical and 
objective review to approve/disapprove 
nontoxic shot status sought by an ap-
plicant. The information will be used 
for toxicity assessment of candidate 
shot submitted for approval by appli-
cant. Response is required to obtain a 
benefit. 

(2) The Director, U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service, shall determine that a spe-
cific type of shot material is accept-
able for the purposes of 50 CFR 20.21(j), 
if after a review of applications and 
supporting data submitted in accord-
ance with this section, together with 
all other relevant evidence, including 
public comment, it is concluded that 
the spent shot material does not im-
pose a significant danger to migratory 
birds and other wildlife or their habi-
tats. 

(b) Application and review—Tiered 
strategy for approval of nontoxic shot and 
shot coating. (1) All applications for ap-
proval under this section must be sub-
mitted with supporting documentation 
to the Director in accordance with the 
following procedures and must include 
at a minimum the supporting mate-
rials and information covered by Tier 1 
in the tiered approval system as fol-
lows: 

(2) Tier 1. (i)(A) Applicant provides 
statements of use, chemical character-
ization, production variability, volume 
of use of candidate material and shot 
sample as listed in paragraphs 
(b)(2)(i)(A)(1) through (5), (b)(2)(i)(B)(1) 
through (5), and (b)(2)(i)(C)(1) through 
(3) of this section. The candidate shot 
or shot coating may be chemically ana-
lyzed by the Service or an independent 
laboratory to compare the results with 
the applicant’s descriptions of shot 
composition and composition varia-
bility. Rejection of the application will 
occur if it is incomplete or if the com-
position of the candidate material, 
upon analysis, varies significantly 
from that described by the applicant. 
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